Q

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/01 : CIA-RDP90-00845R000200940007-6

- NEWSPAPER FALTERS

WASHINGTON STAR
2 Feb 1970

STAT |

‘o

- Hard Times Hit Frée Prelssf

By DAVID IIOLMBERG
Star Staff Writer
The pencil-scrawled sign on
the locked door of the Conncct-
fcut Avcnue office building
' said, “Pcople: Free Press will

come out with a new edition "

carly next weck. We will move

to a new location soon, as yet K
- 11

{/ unknown. Keep on — — — —
There was no new edition of
i the Washington Free” Press

last week, and it apgears un-:

““likely there will be ohe soon.
The free-wheeling, cohtrover-
sial publication that used to be
Washington’s numbe¥ one—

paper has fallen on hard
times. :

history of run-ins with police
and legal hassles suffered
what was apparently its big-
gest blow earlier this winter
when its Connecticut Avenue
offices were broken into, its
©  files destroyed, and tables and
chairs wrecked.

Staff Blames Police
Free Press staffers blamed

at least the third such incident

fall of 1968, someone set fire to

‘Thomas Circle, and last spring

police broke into the Connecti- .

_cut Avenue office in search of

papers they claimed had been’
stolen from George Washing-

“ton University files.
Editors and former editors

" of the paper are reluctant to.

© talk abut the status of the pa-
‘per now, although one de-
scribed it as “the culmination
. of all the pressures that have
been put on us in one big
raid” It has not published
since late last year.

He said that’ “everything |

‘and only—underground news-:

The paper with the stormy |

the raid on the police. It was .
at the paper’s offices: Inthe -

the paper’s former office at 3°

% that looked like it was valua-
, ble to a newspaper” had been

* wrecked, and Indicated the pa- -
- per was having difficulty re-
. ::v:ring from the latest at-
i tack.

Willing to Talk
The editors of The Quicksil-

> more willing to talk about the:
* struggles of their competitor.
‘s. Quicksilver, an underground’
_paper with an editorial tone
similar to the ¥Frce Press, now"
‘has a circulation of about.
1 10-15,000, but two of its editors
“say that its rise and the Free
" Press's decline are simply
- icoincidental. : :
“They started publishing
. ymore sporadically at the end
" of last summer,” said one edi-.
tor, “'and we started this paper
. ‘at the beginning of the sum-
-mer, but their problems don’t
<% have so much to.do with any
,competition from us. The,
‘problem is that a lot of their
Ustaff has taken off lately—
‘several of them went to
. ICuba—and at the same time.
‘the cops started . hitting:
..{ them.” »
:  Quicksilver, which has neat, .
{spacious offices in an old

ver Times are considerably . . A

underground newspapers can-
not coexist in Washington, and
they deny any suggestion that | .

+the recent raid on The Free -’

Press was led by Quicksilver -
people. Such ralds have oce

‘feurred in feuds betwecn uge

derground
where, - m““w 'M'ﬂ
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’

“house . in the 1900 block of 17th
. Street N.W., guards against.,
: the possibility of break-ins by. -
! keeping someone in the office
;24 hours a day., When this"
‘guard has been relaxed, the :
' editors say, there have been ;
: incidents of minor vandalism.
i. The Quicksilver editors say -.
' they: see 0o reason why-two."
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